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Logomotion
 2011
i.am.FIRST
 movie
Two FLL Tournaments
Summer Robotics Camp
Annual Recruitment Event
CalGames
Bay Area Science Festival
Visit to Intuitive Surgical
Fall Product Sales
Updated Blog! Check for recent updates
Team Statistics
40 Space Cookies
14 new Space Cookies
12 high schools represented
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Welcome back Space Cookies fans! 
The Space Cookies have had a busy summer. We plan on having a quarterly newsletter to make sure our friends, sponsors, and community are informed about our activit
i
es. 
Writing was contributed by Sarah
 D
, Cara L., Suzannah O., and 
Kavya
 R. 
We hope you find this newsletter informative and exciting. Please check out our website with more information about our team at www.spacecookies.org.
)

 (
Mazarine
, our faithful 2011 robot
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Space Cookies host and help with two FLL Tournaments
)

 (
“Giving Girls The Tools To Engineer Their Futures.”
 
)
 (
The Space Cookies sponsored two FLL tournaments this season. The first was in collaboration with NASA and the Girl Scouts, held on Saturday, November 12 at NASA. Sixteen teams from around Silicon Valley participated in the tournament and over 30 Space Cookie girls and parents volunteered. Space Cookies sold food, distr
ibuted lunches, check-in teams and volunteers,
 inspected robots, announced, played musi
c, explain the robot, and more. 
Space Cookie parents and mentors were judges
 and
 pit managers. The Space Cookie event organizer, Julia W., 
was impressed
 at “see
ing
 these kids get so excited about
 
science and helping each other.” Two Space Cookie-sponsored teams, the E
PACS
 Golden Surfers and the Space Lla
mas, both did very well showing 
off their knowledge and hard work on the competition field. The Space Llamas won the Judge’s Award. 
The second tournament was held at Castro Valley High School in Castro Valley on Saturday, November 19. This event was not hosted by the Space Cookies, but several girls helped all day 
with demos, speaking, answering questions about our robot and generally helping with the tournament
. For more information
 
about the FLL program, visit www.usfirst.org. 
Mazarine
 attended both events and showed off her skills to young on-lookers. The Space Cookie area was mobbed all day at both events with FLL kids and parents inter
e
sted in our team and asking questions. There was so much excitement in the room, both on the competition table and in the pits. It was great to see kids so young developing the values and skills necessary to succeed on an FRC team later in their careers. 
)





 (
Questions? Comments?
Feedback
? Please send them to the
Marketing/PR Director, Sarah D. at:
1868@spacecookies.org
)
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At World Championships, Will.i.am of the Black Eyed Peas filmed the competition and aired a documentary
 about the 
FIRST
 program on Sunday, August 14. The movie, 
i.am.
FIRST
, was broadc
ast nationally to eager viewers
 around the country. The movie explained 
FIRST
, and showed a gamut of shots of teams and robots looking excited and enthused. In the hour-long show, the program highlighted Space Cookies for a whole 
1.5 
minute
s
. 
Rachel A. and Cara L. were interviewed by the crew. They told the crew about the impact our team has made on their lives, Girl Scouting in high school, and about the Space Cookies in general. We were called “out of this world”! 
You can watch the clip about our team at
 
http://www.hitfix.com/videos/i-am-first-the-space-cookies
 or y
ou can watch the whole program at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BohT20oUy4M
. 
Enjoy!
On Friday and Saturday, October 21 and 22, the Space Cookies got the chance to participate in 
WRRF’s 
CalGames
, hosted by 
Archbishop 
Mitty
 High School
 in San Jose. The event was visited by 36 teams from around California. The Space Cookies went up Friday night and were there all day Saturday. For many new members, this was their first chance to see a live FRC competition. It opened their eyes to what they will be reaching for in the spring. We got to meet and connect with a lot of awesome people and old friends from other teams. 
Our robot had no major malfunctions, only a few blips that were fixed quickly. Many younger members got the chance to drive the robot in a match or two. At the end of qualifying matches we were seeded #3. Our alliance was with 1678, the Citrus Circuits, and 256, the 
RoboRams
. We worked well together and had a great time, making it to the semifinals, when we were unfortunately eliminated. It was great to have the chance to work with 1678 again, our co-winners from the Davis Regional in 2011. Overall, it was a great experience for our new members and great practice for our returning members.
) (
i.am.
FIRST
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Space Cookies c
elebrate
 
at the St. Louis Arch
!
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 (
Logomotion
 2011 Complete!
)

 (
Our first 
FIRST
 
trophy, the one from
 
o
ur Sacramento Regional win
!
) (
If
 you who have not been following the team last spring, here’s an update on the 2011 game, 
Logomotion
. 
Logomotion
 is played with six teams on two alliances of three teams each. Each alliance tries to hang inflated tubes on pegs on the shape of the 
FIRST
 logo. Each team can also build a 
minibot
, which climbs a metal pole in the last ten seconds of the match. We attended three competitions this year: 
the 
Davis Regional and 
the 
Silicon Valley Regional (SVR) in March, and World Championships in St.
 
Louis in April. At Davis, we won the competition along with winning the Engineering Inspiration Award and Christina became a Dean’s List Finalist. At SVR, our alliance was the finalist and we won the Chairman’s Award (the most prestigious Award in 
FIRST
), we also won the Innovation in Control award. 
At 
Championships, Christina 
W. 
won the Dean’s List Award. Shout out to Christina for winning 
the most prestigious individual award in 
FIRST
!
 
For many girls, Championships is the culmination of all their hard work during the season: a chance to relax, meet awesome people from around the world, and of course cheer on the team like no tomorrow! 
Overall, it was quite an exciting season, with
 the team winning four medals and getting the chance to attend th
e World Championships! 
)


 (
C
heck the Space Cookies blog on our website for 
regular 
updates on 
the
 team!
)



 (
Space Cookies host Summer Robotics Camp 
During the summer months of June and July, the Space Cookies partnered with two other Bay Area FIRST Robotics teams to carry out a summer robotics camp in south San Jose. Along with the 
Monta
 Vista High School Robotics Team and the Lynbrook High School Robotics Team, the Space Cookies executed two sessions of the program which gave middle school students the chance to learn about basic robotics concepts used in FIRST. In each two-week session, members from all three teams volunteered their time teaching and interacting with the program participants.
The highlight of the curriculum was incorporating elements of the FIRST Lego League tournament from the 2011 season into a hands-on experience that included building a small Lego robot and competing against peers. Each day began with a lesson on one particular part of the design process –the first day was an overview, second was mechanical, third was programming, and so on. Afterwards, program participants had the opportunity to use their new knowledge to design and improve their very own FIRST Lego League robot in small groups, under the careful guidance of our high school volunteers. Their efforts culminated on the last day during the simulation of a real FLL competition, complete with an unofficial “awards ceremony” during which groups were given awards in categories including but not limited to “best design,” “best sportsmanship,” and “best aesthetics.”
The camp was deemed a success by participants and volunteers alike, and the Space Cookies look forward to continuing to reach out to the community in the future, and bringing the world of science and technology closer to home. 
)
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Space Cookies visit Intuitive Surgical
On Saturday, October 1st from 9am to 12pm, the Space Cookies visited the home of one of our sponsors Intuitive Surgical. Intuitive Surgical is a technology company that builds the 
daVinci
 system, which perform minimally invasive surgery on a patient using four robotic arms operated by a surgeon at a separate station. The girls got the chance to see how the skills they are learning at the lab could be applied to a career making real robots that help others. The girls also got the chance to test out the system on practice exercises moving rings onto pegs and on training systems used by real surgeons to learn before performing a surgery. It was great to meet many engineers who make all these robots happen. The girls also got a tour of the manufacturing plant; we got to see the arms being built and tested and the vast amount of people and individual actions it takes to create such a large and complex robot.
) (
Space Cookies at the Bay Area Science Festival in AT&T Park!
)[image: ] (
The Spirit team worked hard to spread the excitement at 
CalGames
!
) (
Bay Area Science Festival
) (
On Sunday Nov. 6, the
 
Space Cookies attended the 
Bay Area Science Festival
’s
 Discovery Days
 at AT&T Park in San Francisco
, in which organizations from all over the Bay Area put together science and STEM-related experiments and activities for the community. 
T
here were many booths, including those of NASA, Stanford, the Tech Museum, and many other companies. One of our favorite booths was about extracting DNA from your cheek cells, in another you could learn about the planets, and much more! Our robot was situated right at the entrance, at Willie Mays Plaza
. 
We
drove
 
our
 robot around and hanged tubes, and deployed the 
minibot
 on a makeshift 
minibot
 pole. We showed off our 2011 competition robot and our 
minibot
 to people from all over the Bay Area, and even people vi
siting from outside the country!
 We had over ten girls show up to run our booth, along with several parents to chaperone
. We
 were videotaped by UCSF, Sri, 
ChinaTv
, and the Science Festival.
) (
Girl Scout Fall Products Sales
) (
In the fall the Space Cookies sell Girl Scout nuts, candies, and chocolates to raise funds. The program is a great way to practice our marketing skills and make some money for our troop. We also get yummy snacks in the process. This year we had 
a 
nearly 100% participation rate!
) (
Annual Recruitment Event
) (
Our annual recruitment event on September 10th was a lot of fun. We had especially high attendance, so much so that we may have to adopt a larger venue next year. Prospective Cookies enjoyed a variety of activities, including a scavenger hunt, a gearbox assembly station, and an opportunity to drive the robot. Adults had a Q&A session with some of our parents while the girls enjoyed our lab activities downstairs. We talked a little bit about the team and got to talk to some 
bright and excited girls
! The whole team is looking forward to a lovely year with our 
14 
fresh-baked Cookies and can't wait to get started!
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Our robot got lots of attention at the GS/ NASA FLL Tournament!
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